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“Coal Country” Film Screenings in January  

The Sustainable Sandhills Film Series 
resumes in January 2010 with screenings 
of the film COAL COUNTRY.  This 
powerful film has been seen recently on 
Planet Green’s Reel Impact series.  It 
documents the contentious debate 
raging in the heart of Appalachia over the 
practice of mountaintop removal (MTR) 
coal mining.  The film is beautiful, 
shocking and moving.  It is told not only 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς working 
to end the MTR practice ς but also from the perspective of residents who make 
their living in the coal mining industry in West Virginia.  

Currently there are two screenings scheduled for January and both are FREE!   

 Thursday, January 14, 6:30-8pm, Sandhills Community College, Dempsey 
Student Center, Clement Dining Room, Pinehurst. 

 Wednesday, January 20, 6:30-8pm, Cumberland County Headquarters 
Library, Pate Room, 300 Maiden Lane, Fayetteville. 

If you’re interested in helping us host a screening in your community, please be 
in touch with us and let’s set one up! 

Link to COAL COUNTRY trailer 

A note from filmmakers Mari-Lynn Evans & Phylis Geller:  
άThe first time we saw mountaintop removal mining, we were 
filming our history series, THE APPALACHIANS, for public 
television.  We were stunned by the views of devastation across 
the majestic mountains of Appalachia.  Like most Americans, we 
had not realized what was being done to provide us with cheap 
energy from coal. 

With COAL COUNTRY, we have tried to show the complexity of 
this issue.  You will meet the courageous people of the coal fields, 
average people who have created a powerful grassroots 
movement to save their land and their culture.  

http://www.coalcountrythemovie.com/trailer_page.html
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You will also meet Randy Maggard, a coal company manager.  
Randy is a well-meaning man caught in a difficult position.  He 
cares about the environment and he cares about the jobs 
provided by coal.  He points out that his company stays within 
the law, and that he is proud of what he does for a living. 

COAL COUNTRY aims to let the Appalachian people have their 
voice.  We hope it will move you and inspire you to take part in 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join us for the film and a short discussion afterwards.  Our Sustainable 
Sandhills Film Series ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
interested in becoming a member or making a donation, visit us here. 
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